THE  AUTHORITY   OF   SCIENCE
undeniable reality and a theory of the State as its bulwark
built around it.
Taine, like Renan, has come down to posterity as an enemy
of democracy, and on the whole not unfairly, although much
in his later work would seem to lead to a different conclusion,
Opposed as he was, for instance, to universal suffrage in 1850,
he not only accepted it as inevitable twenty years later, but
defended it1 on the ground that "it is in conformity with
justice that, whether I wear a smock or a black coat, whether
I be capitalist or navvy, no one has a right to dispose without
my consent of my money or my life. It is therefore reasonable
that a peasant or a worker should vote, just as a bourgeois or
a nobleman ; even if he be ignorant, heavy, ill-informed, his
savings, his life are his own : he is being wronged if these are
used without his being consulted, somehow or other, as to
their disposal." His solution is two-degree election, which
would unite the consultation of everybody with the ultimate
control of Government by the governing aristocracy.
Taine may be described as an empirical Conservative. He
had the typical Conservative dread of change, as being probably
for the worse rather than for the better, of the people as
something terrible, the monstrous Caliban of Renan, who if
not checked and controlled would throw everything into chaos,
partly through ignorance, partly through envy of the possessing
classes. He has the same pathetic trust in the disinterestedness
of a governing class, an intellectual and moral elite^ who could
be trusted with the destinies of the community ; he has the
same belief in any device that will protect the real community
against the " whims " of a " passing " majority. He states in
his Anden Regime that the tyranny of Frederick II. in forcibly
enrolling peasants into his army applied only to serfs, and did
not touch the bourgeoisie ; that Louis XIV. and Philip II. " did
burn heretics but were more tolerable than Jacobins because
they burnt only dissenters " — " popular despotism is more
than monarchical despotism, because it bears on all classes of
1 In a pamphlet, Du Suffrage universe!, 1872.
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